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 (
Thomas was born in Mi
lan, Ohio, on February 11, 1847. In school, Thomas daydreamed. His teacher said he could not learn. So, after only three months of school, his mother decided to teach him at school.
)
 (
When he was ten, he got a book of science experiments. He tried every one of them in a lab he built in the family
’
s basement.
)
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 (
Thomas began work as a telegraph operator when he was 16. He got his first patent in 1869. But no one wanted to buy it.
)
 (
Thomas did not give up. He worked on other inventions.
)
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 (
People across the country were sad. At 10 p.m. on October 21, 1931, they turned off their lights for one minute. It was a way to thank him. Thomas Edison made the world a better, easier p
la
ce to live.
 We still use his inventions every day.
)
 (
Thomas began experimenting when he was a boy. More than 70 years later, he was still inventing! 
H
e worked until a few months before his death on October 18, 1931. He was 84 years old. 
)
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Thomas began experimenting
when he was a boy. More than

70 years later, he was still inventing!
He worked until a few months
before his death on October 18,
1931. He was 84 years old.

‘Thomas Edison (right) with President Herbert Hoover

People across the country were sad.
At 10 p.m. on October 21, 1931,
they turned off their lights for one
minute. It was a way to thank the
man who had brought electricity
into their homes and changed their

lives. Thomas Edison

made the world a

better, easier place to
live. We still use his

inventions every day.
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Thomas was born in Milan, Ohio,
on February 11, 1847.

The Edison family home in Milan, Ohio
When he was seven, his family
moved to Port Huron (HUR -on),
Michigan. In school, Thomas
daydreamed. His teacher said he
could not learn. So, after only three
months of school, his mother

decided to teach him at home.

Learning from his mother was

fun. She taught Thomas to read.

When he was ten, he got a
book of science experiments
(ek-SPER -uh-ments). He tried
every one of them in a lab he

built in the family’s basement.
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Thomas began work as a telegraph
operator when he was 16. He liked

to work nights. During the day,

he worked on his inventions.

He got his first patent in 1869.

It was for a vote-counting
machine to be used by legislators
(LEJ-is-LAY-turs) in making

laws. But no one wanted to buy it.

Thomas hired people
from all over the
world to work with
him. They helped turn
his ideas and sketches, or |
drawings, into new inventions. |

Thomas did not give up.

He worked on other inventions,
such as ways to make the telegraph
work better.




